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The Right to Health in the occupied Palestinian territory

The World Health Organisation defines health as a “state of complete physical, mental and social well-being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity.” Further, the “enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is one of the fundamental rights of every human being without distinction of race, political belief, economic or social condition." 
Recently, the WHO commented that, the right to health – in terms of its key elements of availability, accessibility, acceptability and quality – appears to be ‘optional’ for the Palestinian population. 
[1] The Right to Health is threatened by conflict, ongoing occupation and displacement.
The Right to Health is protected under international law. Specifically, it is detailed in international human rights law, and international humanitarian law, which are both applicable to the occupied Palestinian territory. 
Under International Human Rights Law, the right to health is protected in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Specific provisions for children are detailed under the Convention on the Rights of the Child, placing strong importance on education and access to health care for the family as the primary agent of child development. The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women emphasizes non-discrimination, one of the key principles of the Right to Health, here specifically non-discrimination against women in matters relating to health. 
In addition, Palestinians in the occupied Palestinian territory are protected by International Humanitarian Law, the legal regime applicable to territories under occupation. As the Occupying Power, Israel is under the legal obligation to ensure medical care and provide medical supplies to the occupied Palestinian population during military operations.
[2] Even if military operations have ceased, Israel is still under the legal obligation to agree and facilitate relief schemes for the population.
[3]
�[1] World Health Organization (April 2008) Access to Health Services for Palestinian People; p.4


�[2] Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949. Articles 55-56, Article 60. 


�[3] Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949. Article 59.
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